
Message from the Chairman 
In my fifth year as the Chairman of the Chinese Medicine Council of Hong Kong (the Council), it is 
pleased to see the development of the Chinese medicine flourished in Hong Kong. I would like to 
extend my heartfelt thanks to the members of the Council, its boards and committees for their 
substantial time and efforts on implementing the Chinese medicine regulations under the 
empowerment of the Chinese Medicine Ordinance in the year of 2015.  

In regulating the Chinese medicine practitioners (CMPs), the Chinese Medicine Practitioners Board 
(the Practitioners Board) under the Council compiled “Code of Professional Conduct for Registered 
Chinese Medicine Practitioners in Hong Kong” and “Code of Conduct for Listed Chinese Medicine 
Practitioners” to uphold professional standards and to regulate the practice conduct of the CMPs. 
Meanwhile, in order to enhance the professional standards of registered CMPs and boost the public 
confidence in this profession, registered CMPs are required by law to undertake the continuing 
education in order to renew practising certificates. The Practitioners Board completed the fifth review 
of the system of continuing education in Chinese Medicine (CME) in 2015. The overall performance 
of the accredited CME Administrators and Programme Providers in providing continuing education 
courses during the review period met the required standards. Under the system of CME, 6,426 
registered CMPs have set up their personal CME records under their self-selected accredited CME 
Administrator.  

In regulating the Chinese medicine sector, the Chinese Medicines Board under the Council processed 
about 18,070 applications for registration of proprietary Chinese medicines (pCm) and issued 607 
‘Certificates for Registration of pCm’ for products meeting the safety, quality and efficacy 
requirements and 14 ‘Certificates for Manufacturer (Good Manufacturing Practice in respect of pCm) 
(GMP Certificates)’ to pCm manufacturers who follow good practices in the manufacture and quality 
control of pCm respectively by the end of 2015. In order to manage clinical trials of pCm more 
effectively and promote the development of scientific research on pCm, the Chinese Medicines Board 
updated the “Guidance Notes on the Application for Certificate for Clinical Trial and Medicinal Test 
(2015)” and other relevant documents in September 2015. All in all, we are well on our way to 
accomplish such heavy and arduous tasks with the colossal support and hard work of the Chinese 
Medicines Board and its committees.  

Last year, in implementing the statutory functions under the Chinese Medicine Ordinance, the Council, 
the Practitioners Board, the Chinese Medicines Board and all the committees had held 126 meetings. I 
would like to express my deep appreciation to all members for their relentless support and the 
commitments from all related parties in the trade to help ensure smooth and effective enforcement of 
the regulatory works, to consolidate the professionalism of the Chinese Medicine industry, and to 
promote the development of its culture.  

Since the implementation of the Chinese Medicine Ordinance, the regulatory work of the Council has 
been widely recognised in the last 16 years. Chinese medicine enjoys advantageous and vast potential 
areas to explore in the medical system of Message from the Chairman 74 Hong Kong, with a view to 



facilitating its development as an international centre for Chinese medicine. On behalf of the Council, 
I would like to express my utmost thanks to the China Food and Drug Administration, the State 
Administration of Traditional Chinese Medicine of the People’s Republic of China, the Food and 
Health Bureau and the Department of Health of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, other 
policy bureaux and departments, Hospital Authority, colleges and organisations providing courses of 
Chinese medicine, organisations of Chinese medicine practitioners and traders, all former and 
incumbent members of the Council, its boards and committees and staff of the Council Secretariat for 
their enormous invaluable contribution and devotion in implementing the regulatory work in Chinese 
medicine. 

CHAN Chi-fai, Andrew, SBS, JP 
Chairman, 
Chinese Medicine Council of Hong Kong 
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