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Message from the Chairman 
In my sixth year as the Chairman of the Chinese Medicine Council of Hong Kong (the Council) since 
2011, it is most encouraging to see the flourishing development of the Chinese medicine in Hong 
Kong with its regulatory work winning wide recognitions from the trade and the public. I would like 
to take this opportunity to extend my heartfelt gratitude to the members of the Council, its boards and 
committees for their substantial time and efforts dedicated to the implementation of the Chinese 
medicine regulations in the past year.  
 
Since its establishment, the Council has helped to lay a solid foundation in regulating the Chinese 
medicine practitioners (CMPs). There are now over 7,200 registered CMPs in Hong Kong; as 
stipulated under the Chinese Medicine Ordinance, registered CMPs must fulfill the requirements of 
continuing education in Chinese medicine (CME) as prescribed by the Chinese Medicine Practitioners 
Board before they can renew their practising certificates. As regards CME, the Practitioners Board has 
reviewed the “Handbook on System of Continuing Education in Chinese Medicine for Registered 
Chinese Medicine Practitioners” in 2016 to ensure the effectiveness of the CME system. It is decided 
that any registered CMP who fails to fulfill the CME requirements must submit a written explanation, 
together with the relevant proofs, to the Practitioners Board. Meanwhile, with a view to enabling 
elderly registered CMPs to enhance their professional knowledge and skills by participating in various 
CME activities, the Practitioners Board has decided to adjust the upper limits of CME points acquired 
by registered CMPs aged 75 or above through participation in different accredited CME activities in 
each CME cycle on a pro rata basis. I sincerely hope that all CMPs will continue to exert efforts to 
pursue continuing education to maintain high professional standards.  
 
In regulating the Chinese medicine sector, the Chinese Medicines Board under the Council has been 
responsible for the regulatory system of Chinese medicines, which includes licensing and regulation 
of Chinese medicines traders and registration of proprietary Chinese medicines to ensure the safety in 
the administration of medications for public. Apart from licensing of Chinese medicines traders and 
registration of proprietary Chinese medicines, the Chinese Medicines Board has also made great 
efforts in promoting the standardisation of the proprietary Chinese medicines manufacturing industry 
and implementation of “Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP)”. By the end of 2016, the Chinese 
Medicines Board has issued 16 “Certificates for Manufacturer (Good Manufacturing Practice in 
respect of pCm) (GMP Certificates)” to pCm manufacturers who follow good practices in the 
manufacture and quality control of pCm. Furthermore, considering the actual situation and feedbacks 
of the trade, the Chinese Medicines Board has compiled adjusted arrangements to expedite the 
processing of transitional registration of pCm to formal registration. Various sets of guidelines were 
also set out this year to provide references for the personnel engaged in the Chinese medicines 
industry. All in all, we are well on our way to accomplish such heavy and arduous tasks with the 
colossal support and hard work of the Chinese Medicines Board and its committees.  
 
Since the implementation of the Chinese Medicine Ordinance, the regulatory work of the Council has 
been steadily forging ahead in the last 17 years. In implementing the statutory functions under the 
Chinese Medicine Ordinance, the Council, the Practitioners Board, the Chinese Medicines Board and 
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all the committees had held 132 meetings in 2016. I would like to express my deep appreciation to all 
members for their relentless support and the commitments from all related parties in the trade to help 
ensure smooth and effective enforcement of the regulatory works. Building on the solid foundation 
and professionalism of the Chinese medicine industry in Hong Kong with an array of outstanding 
talents, I am convinced that in addition to the regulatory functions, the Council will continue to work 
together with the Chinese medicine trade and profession in an effort to boost its development as an 
international centre for Chinese medicine 
 
On behalf of the Council, I would like to express my utmost thanks to all former and incumbent 
parties who have contributed in implementing the regulatory work in Chinese medicine in Hong Kong, 
including the China Food and Drug Administration, the State Administration of Traditional Chinese 
Medicine of the People’s Republic of China, the Food and Health Bureau and the Department of 
Health of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, other policy bureaux and departments, 
Hospital Authority, institutions and organisations providing courses of Chinese medicine, 
organisations of Chinese medicine practitioners and traders, members of the Council, its boards and 
committees and staff of the Council Secretariat for their invaluable support and devotion. 
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